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SuperStudio più 2000-2017
Superstudio Più along with Design in Tortona district comes of age, turning 
eighteen. It seems like yesterday when, in a street full of factories on the way to 
being dismissed, the former General Electric turned into the throbbing heart 
of the district, opening up to every experiences of creativity and innovation, 
starting from design, art, fashion, paving the way to something that will soon 
be emulated all over the city. An original place and project, a continuously in-
progress hub where all expressions of contemporaneity find a space, from top 
names to young authors. After the first few years of Design Connection, with 

the important presence of Giulio Cappellini as 
exhibitor and inspirer and Luca Fois as promoter, 
here comes the increasing commercial success. 
Too commercial. Consequently, in 2009, to high-
light its precise identity, the ambitious Temporary 
Museum for New Design is created. A turning 
point, another project by Gisella Borioli and Cap-
pellini as art director, that launches the season of 

great emotional intangible installations talking about, rather than product it-
self, the product philosophy and culture. Wow! People are fascinated. The 
new format teaches a new way to exhibit, with the support of prestigious 
companies and powerful multinational corporations. Barovier&Toso, Bisazza, 
Foscarini, Flos, Moooi, Alcantara and also Canon, Samsung, Citizen, Hyun-
day, Jaguar... And famous architects: Jean Nouvel , Massimiliano Fuksas, Et-
tore Sottsass, Alessandro Mendini, Marcel Wanders, Stefano Boeri, Nendo 
and many many more. But the world is running, the crisis resizes budgets and 
ambitions, democratic design gets decisively ahead. It is the time of makers, 
start-ups, self-productions, limited editions, 3D printing, e-commerce, re-use, 
web designers, emerging countries, latest generations getting side by side to 
top names and the most significant companies. 2015: Superstudio’s format 
incorporates the Temporary Museum in Superdesign Show with the new ar-
tistic direction by Carolina Nisivoccia, opening up to all new, still unknown 
energies, to research of Universities, to young authors recruited through the 
web, to the latest technologies, to robotics and innovative handicraft, over-
coming limits and the targets of design as generally intended. In the name 
of COLOR, today, Superdesign Show invites you, as always, to preview new 
trends, new entries and opportunities.                                Gisella Borioli

tHe ArtiSAN 
ANd tHe roBot
This is a strange dichotomy: on 
the one hand the powerful re-
turn and interest in handicraft, 
manual skills, traditional man-
ufacture techniques for unique 
objects with a specific iden-
tity, and on the other, the con-
stant development of extreme 
technologies take us towards a 
Smart Life where robots, cyber-
systems, artificial intelligence, 
unlimited connections, digital 
humanism, increased reality, 
3D, ultra materials delete or re-
duce the human’s work, taking 
us towards an unknown future. 
Milano Design Week is the mo-
ment when living, building and 
furnishing trends are 
compared and Super-
studio, since 2000, is 
one of the key places 
for confrontation be-
tween the past and 
the future. Tomorrow 
is already here, but 
also with that ability to 
make, very close to exclusivity 
of art, that seems to be the new 
luxury of contemporaneity. Su-
perdesign Show 2017, from the 
artist’s gesture to the robot per-
formance, describes this.   G.B. 

TIME TO COLOR!

Alessandro 
Ciffo

Slide

Keydi Thinker

Letizia 
Marino

Daniela GeriniAGC 
Asahi Glass
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Alessandro Ciffo, “Iperbolica” silicon armchair

It is always, but this year even more. 
In furniture, in fashion, even in build-
ing. Superstudio anticipates and 
reaffirms it. With a pathway car-
pet, conceived by Carolina Nisivoc-
cia and created by Radici Con-
tract, in the colors of the rainbow. 
But in undertones, to let the instal-
lations’ strong ones stand out. Like 
Light&Color with luminous furnish by 
Slide in new bright shades. Or the 
futuristic composition by the pho-
tographer-artist Charles Pétillon, 
with the performant fabrics by Sun-
brella, that welcomes visitors in the 
central area at the entrance. Moreo-
ver, the tableaux vases that empha-
size the shades of flowers by Yo-
kohama Makers Village. And then 
there are the surprise rooms. In the 
Unexpected Room, colors that en-
velop the surrounding completely, 
with the multicolor walls by Nova-

color, the technicolor “Chiavarina” 
chairs by F.lli Levaggi or the Chair 
3, Red Dot Award 2013 by Dorode-
sign, that hangs like a picture and is 
revived with the “Fable” graphic by 
Van Orton. In the other magic room, 
Hand+Art+Design, three designer-
artists tell us how color is pure pas-
sion and leads to the research of 
new materials. Alessandro Ciffo, 
with various silicon objects and cups 
and vases, delicately transparent, 
Murano 5.0 glass hypothesis. Dan-
iela Gerini, with furniture and asym-
metric fashion proposals and irregu-
lar brushes. Letizia Marino splashes 
on surfaces and tables colored res-
in with a strong pictorial effect. Even 
the Digital Habits and Tivoli Audio 
high technology production plays 
with color, with sensorial systems 
based on sound light and interactiv-
ity that make the house smarter.

it’S tiMe to CoLor

A VAriouS VArietY oF
SeLeCted propoSALS
They dress, accessorize, furnish, 
solve situations, entertain and can all 
be found in the SELECTED OBJECTS 
collective exhibition. These are pro-
posals by small companies, students 
councils, emerging designers. Like 
the modular bookshelves and bench-
es by Castellani.it or the portable ob-
jects of budbrand’s Japanese de-
signers. And also the bags by Dampaì 
or the Beyond sneakers designed by 
the Naba Academy students. There 
are Keydi by Cappa Arredamen-
ti’s shadow plays style lamps, and 
the art in the everyday life of brush-
es by D.AArte, or furniture by new 
Bauhaus, between the seventies and 
the Art Déco, by Zalaba Design. The 
clever trolley to be clasped to a push 
chair by Daard, and surprising mate-
rials of the “no name” glasses by De-
lirious Eyewear. 
There are those 
like the British 
from Haberdash-
ery who design 
sculpture-lamps. 
There are rugs by 
Henzel Studio in 
collaboration with 
Andy Warhol foun-
dation and mix of 
design and handi-
craft rug, like the 
lamp, by Marca. Furniture pieces and 
accessories by LIAA Latvian Design 
are inspired by Northern Europe tra-
dition and top handicraft also on the 
tartan blankets, in over thirty colors, 
by Masserano Cashmere. The eight 
seats by Ponti Design Studio portray 
Hong Kong through the metaphor of 
a window. Fireplaces by Spartherm, 
marble objects by StoneLab Design 
combine furnishing with creativity. 
Dedicated to digital fans are the Nu-
Ans by Trinity’s proposals.

F.lli Levaggi Digital Habits Ponti Design Studio

Henzel Studio Carpet
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Future HiNtS
Experimentation towards a hyper-reality continues and everything that used 
to be a project is already here. With Watson, the IBM system that interacts 
with humans, through a natural language and increases potentiality of ex-
perts in every fields, Dassault Systèmes, state-of-the-art solutions for cre-
ative projects and interior design, can sketch new ideas directly in 3D on a 
tablet and immediately display it with photo-realistic rendering. Poeticity and 
high tech blend in the installation “S.F_ Senses of Future” by designer Toku-
jin Yoshioka, created for LG’s seventieth anniversary: a museum-like instal-
lation, an emotional space, a tap-
estry of light that stimulates all 
senses. Future means re-
search and there is no bet-
ter place than universities 
to carry it out so, the Japa-
nese Keio University pre-
sents a cybernetic table, 
that by means of a sophis-
ticated software, analy-
ses people and their outfits, 
thus suggesting the most suitable 
fabrics, colours, shapes. A device that can 
have interesting applications in medicine. A full 
pavilion is dedicated to designers of future: Polish De-
sign with the TOMORROW IS TODAY exhibition by Doro-
ta Koziara, where eight state universities describe design 
teaching system in various fields, methodology, the con-
tinuous contact with companies. And finally, technologies 
for an ideal city that dialogues with the citizens through in-
tangible connections but also innovative physical spaces can be found in the 
SMART CITY area, created by Material ConneXion Italia, with the collabora-
tion and support by the Municipality of Milano. 

Art SpACeS 
The enormous corten steel sculpture 
that represents an evening dress, 
prevails in the garden, by Flavio 
Lucchini, resident artist, and on the 
Roof Garden, there is the exciting 
third paradise by the well known art-
ist Michelangelo Pistoletto, where-

as, the 4Rooms 
cosy space hosts 
the original pho-
tography and pen-
cil drawings exhibi-
tion “Sotto//Forma” 
depicting architec-
tures and urban 

landscapes, a joint project by photog-
rapher Paolo Belletti and the Argen-
tinian designer Ariel De Boni. More-
over, Flavio Lucchini highlights, in 
MyOwnGallery, the theme of Color 
with his large and small Toys sculp-
tures, lively, irregular solids one on 
top of the other like children’s con-

structions. Karim 
Rashid, as artist, is 
present with the ma-
jestic shocking-pink 
lacquered resin knot, 
for SlideArt. in the 
large main corridor.

App GiF Video 
Let’s discover the very short videos that are a form of syncopated vis-
ual art: a selection of the best GiF in the world celebrates the theme 
of color and different styles with theGiFEr-pills, a little preview of the 
theGIFER festival (Turin, 2-5 November 2017), an international project, 
born to spread and promote the gif art. With the new SmartMi ap-
plication, that will allow to live Milan in a smart way, you will receive 
in real time all the most significant information on Superdesign Show. 
Speaking of beauty, the artist-designer Dejana Kabiljo, in the Smart 
City area, wonders, with an interesting video, how much its perception 
may affect quality of life. Magical and nonetheless challenging images 
that elicit questions and answers.

LG, S.F _ Senses of Future

1 - The “knot” 
by Karim Rashid
2 - Sotto//Forma, 
photos and drawings 
by Paolo Belletti 
and Ariel De Boni 
3 - Installation 
by Michelangelo 
Pistoletto 
on the Roof Garden
4 - Toys, colored 
sculptures by 
Flavio Lucchini 
in MyOwnGallery
5 - Drawings  
by Fabrizio Sclavi 
for Valdo, homage 
to the floral houses, 
on the Roof Garden

1

2

3

Motorcycle by 
G. Rozwadowski, 
Academy Of Fine 

Art Wroclaw

5

4
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FoLLoW tHe iroN FeLLoW
What do a little iron folding chair, a sauna that can foat 
on a lake, a manual-book to pursue happiness and a 
spaghetti meter have in common? Or a bag that folds 
completely and fits in everywhere and a cat toilet with 
a cat snip lawn? A wood chair that looks like a medie-
val throne and a wood lamp that looks like an octopus? 
A floating armchair and seven mirrors with emoticons 
where to look at yourself every day of the week? These 

are the proposals, pro-
jects, prototypes, dreams 
by young and older, emerg-
ing and well-known talents 
of Discovering: PEOLPLE & 
STORIES recruit via web. A little iron man will 
narrate the story of each one of them, just like 
a “presenter”. Created by Alessandro Guerrie-
ro, founder designer of Alchimia, who conceived 
the project of three hundred wooden flowers 
blossoming on table at the centre on the scene. 
Moreover, to learn more about the new talents, a 
section on eBay talks about them, their projects 

and, of course, their objects on sale.
The protagonists of Discovering: 15West Studio, Ilaria Alessandria, Gabriel-
lo Anselmi, Juan Carlos Baumgartner, Manuela Bucci, Alessandro Campesi, 
Mauro Cellana, Alessandro Ciffo, Alberto Del Grosso, Gruppo Furot Design, 
Ombretta Iardino, Marita e Frida Francescon, Gloria Gianatti e Alessan-
dro Mattia, Matteo Francesco Greco, Nilufer Kozikoglu, Yoshihiro Kusaki, 
Marián Laššák, Beat Lippert, Salvatore Longo, Marco Maccagnan, Cristina 
Marsan, Francesco Murano, Giuliano Muzzi, Bruno Petronzi, Michele Perlini, 
Sophie Rama, Riccardo Randi, Gennaro Rossi, Virginija Sadaunyke, Loren-
zo Santoro, Seà Design, Elena E Giulia Sella, Small Architecture Workshop, 
Thinker, Stylezato Team, Animadverte, Tonis Vellama, The Gahan Project, 
Michele Volpi, Simon Young.

1 and 2 - Alessandro Guerriero, man sculpture and handmade flowers
All the female designers for the Discovering, People&Stories: 
3 - Marita and Frida Francescon, 4 - Sophie Rama, 5 - Elena and Giulia Sella 
(DesignByGemini), 6 - Sara Farina, Laura Esposito and Mariagrazia Felicella (Stylezato Team), 
7 - Ilaria Alessandria, 8 - Cristina Marsan, 9 - Gloria Gianatti, 10 - Alessandra Cinti and Elisa 
Palladinelli (Seà Design), 11 - Laura Tolfo (ANIMAdVERTE), 12 - Virginija Sadaunyke, 
13 - Begum Cemiloglu and Ekin Varon (15 West Studio), 14 - Manuela Bucci, 
15 - Ombretta Iardino, 16 - Nilufer Kozikoglu.

1

2

iN A MAteriAL WorLd 
It has all been experimented, recov-
ered, readjusted, recycled, reinterpret-
ed. The real innovation arrives today 
through more and more performing 
and technological materials. Super-
studio gives them an important space, 
actually, just like every year, a true 
MATERIALS VILLAGE covering the 
whole Art Garden, organized by Ma-
terial ConneXion Italia. In dedicated 
presentations, plastic materials, tiles, 
fabrics, marbles, ceramics and much 
more to be seen, touched, experi-
enced with the participation of famous 
architects, master chefs, experts and 
other events. To recount the magic of 
materials, finally, an installation by Pa-
tricia Urquiola Studio for 3M. 

Inside the galleries, here goes the fas-
cinating project by AGC Asahi Glass, 
in collaboration with Jin Kuramoto and 
Raw-Edges. It is called Touch and ex-
amines glass processing techniques, 
that adds to its potentiality, tactile and 
sensorial features. Gore-Tex with Lay-
erscapes installation, suggests protec-
tion materials according to different 
places. Style-Green treats flowers and 
leafs so that they don’t age almost ever.

THE IDEA BY RENAULT, for the 
Fuorisalone is a proper 5 star ho-
tel room where to accommodate: 
Suite Mégane Grand Coupé, in 
Superstudio 13’s courtyard, via 
Forcella 13, popular among models 
and fashion creatives for its famous 
photographic studios. Indeed, to 
launch its new car, Suite Mégane 
Grand Coupé is a project born to 
enhance and communicate the 
two cores of the car: a coupé style 
with the saloon habitability. With its 
271 cm of “pace” it is sure enough, 
among the widest in its catego-
ry. It is possible to book the Suite 
through the dedicated website: 
www.meganegrandcoupé.it

Studio Patricia Urquiola, architecture for 3M
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Food & driNK eXperieNCe 
Food and drink, have been getting, for some time, closer and closer to life style, 
culture, sensorial experience, even art. PepsiCo is one of the protagonists, with 
a playful project, MIX IT UP 2017, that involves well-known architects and de-
signers such as Patricia Urquiola, Fabio Novembre, Luca Nichetto, Studio 
Job, Mathieu Lehanneur, but also the star-rated chef Davide Oldani. To ex-
plore how and with which reference to the past, present and future, food and 
drinks are consumed in our society.

tHe NeW protAGoNiStS 
A excerpt from an interview by 
DesignWanted, with Gisella Bo-
rioli, that confirms Superstudio’s 
support to small companies, to 
start-ups, to the last-generation.

“From a few years, I have been or-
ganizing two collective exhibitions, 
Selected Objects and Discovering. 
More and more small businesses 
wish to enter the world of design, but 
have a small budget and cannot af-
ford large spaces or a stand at Fiera. 
On the other hand, the number of 
creatives, architects, artisans, mak-
ers, designers from emerging coun-
tries is steadily growing. An immense 
nursery of talents often acting mainly 
via web. For them, we have always 
reserved the Discovering area in the 
underground atmosphere of Base-
ment, at very low prices and, if wor-
thy, even for free. This year, we have 
expanded the research, and the con-
cept adding the words People and 
Stories to the title, to describe bet-
ter through personal stories, who 
they are and what they do. And we 
took them in the heart of the event, in 
the main show. And we studied what 
to do to be really helpful: by helping 
them to know since the beginning, 
the reaction of the market in an in-
stant sale in collaboration with ebay 
on special spaces dedicated for 
them. With an invitation to very well 
known “experts”, distributors, talent 
scouts, architectural studios, famous 
architects, buyers, retailers, produc-
ers, journalists, creative directors, in-
fluencers, etc., to visit the exhibition 
with me and maybe find talents to be 
offered opportunities, both in selling 
and producing, either of working or 
visibility.
What would I suggest to a young 
designer joining Discovering? 
1-Participate at any cost as they are 
unrepeatable occasions for contacts
2-Slim down and only bring what most 
represents them in-
stead of a plethora 
of “little things” that 
confuse ideas.
3-Pay much atten-
tion to the presen-
tation and set up, 
it must be concise 
simple and impres-
sive.”

PepsiCo, il bar di Mathieu Lehanneur con le luci cinetiche e la grande scultura al centro
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BArBeCue ANd GriLL to eAt 
BuBBLeS to CeLeBrAte tHe deSiGN

On the Roof Garden, SymposiumLab presents a 
design event that focuses on food excellence with 
the new Dutch multi-functional braziers by Ofyr, 
in collaboration with Pedini Cucine and Osteria 
Francescana Giuseppe Palmieri’s maitre team, surrounded by 
green and art with the Third Paradise by Michelangelo Pisto-
letto’s extraordinary framework. In the evening you can toast 
with a glass of Prosecco Valdo, now in the new Valdo Rosé 
Floral Edition 2017 bottle, designed by Fabrizio Sclavi who 
also illustrates drawings that celebrates famous floral houses.

Ofyr, 
braciere 

in acciaio 
cor-ten

Stefano Seletti, “expert” 
for Discovering

Prosecco 
Valdo
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tHANKS to tHe MediA pArtNerS ANd tHe pArtNerS

www.superstudiogroup.com


